What is claimed is: 

1. An electronic commerce, system including a network, 
electronic note generation means connected to said network, 
contract\means connected to said network, and one or more 
electronic\note using means, 

at leaat one of said electronic note using means 
including electronic note request means for receiving 
authorization information representing a generation request 
for an electronic^ note or an electronic representation of 
money and presenting said authorization information to said 
electronic note generation means via said network to 
request generation of \tn electronic note of a predetermined 
amount , 

said electronic note\generation means including means 
for accepting presentation \}f said authorization 
information and a request for^ generation of said electronic 
note from said electronic noteXusing means, determining if 
said authorization information represents a generation 
request for said electronic note of an about equal to or 
greater than said predetermined amount, and,- when 
determining that such representation :ds true, generating 
and supplying said electronic note of said predetermined 
amount to said electronic note using meansy 

at least one of said electronic note using means 
including contract applying means for receiving and saving 
said electronic note of said predetermined amount, 
presenting said electronic note to said contraH means to 
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apply for closing of a contract for supply of a commodity, 
said contract means including contract accepting means 
fornde^^i^ngpresenting of said electronic note and an 
application for closTng^t-said^contract from said 
electronic note using means and receiving^an^electronic 
note which belongs to said presented electronic note^aRci^^ 
has an amount equivalent to a price of said commodity. 

^2 . The electronic commerce .system according to claim 1 
whereif\ said contract means includes: 

meatus for calculating an excess amount which is a 
total amount of said electronic note received from said 
electronic note using means that exceeds said price of said 
commodity; and 

means for supplying information indicative of said 
excess amount and said electronic note of an amount 



exceeding said excess amount to said electronic note 
generation means; 

said electronic nolle 
for invalidating said e:. 
exceeding said excess 



an^o 



meration means includes means 
lie note of an amount 
>bnt,\ generating a first electronic 
note of an amount substantially equal to said excess amount 
and a second electronic nxjte of an akount substantially 
equal to a difference between said amount of said 
invalidated electronic note and said excess amount, and 
supplying said first electronic note and sa\d second 
electronic note to said contract means; and 

said contract means further includes means Y or 
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■ o loctroiiic i ' K Fces and 
note to said electronic 
note using means-. 

3. The electronic commerce system according to claim 1, 
wherein said contract means includes: 

means for calculating an excess amount which is a 
total amount of said electronic note received from said 
electronic note using means that exceeds said price of said 
c ornmo di t y ; and 

means for determining if said contract means has 
itself already retained said electronic note whose total 
amount is equivalent to said excess amount, and, when 
determining that such an- electronic note is held, supplying 
jsaid s econd electronic note whose total is equivalent to 
said excess amount to said electronic note using means . 

n4. The electronic commerce system according to claim 1, 
wherein^said electronic note using means has means for 
supplying s^j-d electronic note together with separation 
information representing a plurality of amounts whose total 
is substantially eqfctal to the amount of said electronic 
note, to said electronic note generation means; and 

at least one of said electronic note generation means 
and said contract means has meaX§ for invalidating said 
electronic note supplied together wi.th said separation 
information, and generating and supplyaMKj a plurality of 
electronic notes haying amounts indicated by said 
separation information to said electronic noteNusing means. 




receiving said first 
supixlrV±r[Q said second ^Idctronic 



5. The electronic commerce system according to claim 
1, wherein said electronic note generation means determines 
if said authorization information received from said 
electronic note using means represents a generation request 
for said electronic note whose amount exceeds said 
predetermined amount, and, after determining that said 
amount of said electronic note is greater than said 
predetermined amount, handles said authorization 
information as representing a generation request for an 
electronic note of an amount which is said predetermined 
amount subtracted from an amount represented before 
determination. 

6. The electronic commerce system according to claim 1 
wherein said contract means includes means for supplying 
said commodity to said electronic note using means. 

7. The electronic commerce system according to claim 1 
wherein at least one of said electronic note using means, 
said contract means and said electronic note generation 
means has means for appending additional information to 
said electronic note; and 

at least one of said electronic note using means, sa : id 
contract means and said electronic note generation means 
has means for acquiring said additional information 
appended to said electronic note. 

8. The electronic commerce system according to claim 7 
wherein said contract means includes means for acquiring 
said additional information appended to said electronic 
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note and determining whether or not to receive said 
electronic note based on said additional information. 

9. The electronic commerce system according to claim 1 
wherein said electronic note generation means includes 
means for appending date information indicating a date on 
which said electronic note has been generated, to said 
electronic note; 

said electronic note using means includes means for 
appending date information indicating a date on. which said 
electronic note has been transferred, to said electronic 
note; and 

said contract means includes means for determining 
whether or not to receive said electronic note based on 
said date information appended to said electronic note. 

10. The electronic commerce system according to claim 
1, wherein said electronic note using means includes means 
for appending corroboration information indicating said 
electronic note having been transferred, to said electronic 
note; and 

said contract means includes means for determining 
whether or not to receive said electronic note based on 
said corroboration information appended to said electronic 
note . 

11. The electronic commerce system according to claim 
10, wherein said corroboration information includes 
transferor information for specifying a transferor of said 
electronic note and transferee information for specifying a 



transferee of said electronic note, said transferor 
information including signature information corroborating 
that said transferor information has been prepared by said 
transferor . 

12. The electronic commerce system according to claim 
1, wherein at least one of said electronic note using means 
has transfer means for transferring said electronic note it- 
stores itself to a recording medium readable by a computer; 
and 

at least one of said electronic note using means has 
transferee means for acquiring said electronic note 
transferred to said recording medium. 

13. The electronic commerce system . according to claim 
12, wherein each of said electronic note using means has 
means for encrypting said electronic note with an 
encryption key specific to each electronic note using 
means ; 

said electronic note using means having said transfer 
means has means for supplying first transfer data 
indicative of said electronic note to be transferred to 
said recording medium, to said electronic note generation 
means; 

said electronic note using means having said 
transferee means has means for supplying second transfer 
data indicative of said electronic note acquired from said 
recording medium, to said electronic note generation means; 
and 
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said electronic note generation means has means for 
determining if said first and second transfer data 
represent substantially the same electronic note, and, when 
determining that such representation is true, generating 
5 and supplying an electronic note of an amount substantially 
equal to the amount of said electronic note indicated by 
■ said second transfer data, to said electronic note using 
means to which said second transfer data has been supplied. 
14. The electronic commerce system according to claim 
10 1, wherein said electronic note generation means includes 
means for transferring said generation request form data 
representing a form to fill in predetermined items 
including said authorization information and said 
H" predetermined amount, to said electronic note using means; 

O 15 and 

—j 

C3 said electronic note request means includes: 

J3 

y3 means for displaying said form represented by said 

03 

generation request form data on a display screen; 

means for acquiring said authorization information and 

20 filling said predetermined items in said form displayed on 
said display screen; and 

means for transmitting said predetermined items filled 
in said form to said electronic note generation means to 
thereby request generation of said electronic note. 

2 5 15. The electronic commerce system according to claim 

14, further comprising a server connected to said 
electronic note request means; and wherein 



SJ 

m 
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a specific resource locator is affixed to said 
generation request form data; 

said electronic note request means has means for 
transmitting said resource locator to said server; and 

said server has means for acquiring said generation 
request form data affixed with said resource locator, 
received from said electronic note request means, from said 
electronic, note generation means and transmitting said 
generation request form data to said electronic note 
request means. 

16. The electronic commerce system according to claim 
15, wherein said server has said electronic note generation 
means . 

17. The electronic commerce system according to claim 
1, wherein said contract means includes means for 
transferring application form data representing an 
application form to fill in application items including 
said electronic note, to said electronic note using means; 
and 

said contract applying means includes : 

means for displaying said application form represented 
by said application form data on a display screen; 

means for acquiring said electronic note and filling 
said application items in said application form displayed 
on said display screen; and 

means for transmitting said application items filled 
in said application form, to said electronic note 
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generation means to thereby apply closing of a contract 
for supply of a commodity. 

18. The electronic commerce system according to claim 

17, further comprising a server connected to said contract 
applying means; and wherein 

a specific resource locator is affixed to said 
application form data; 

said contract applying means has means for 
transmitting said resource locator to said server; and 

said server has means for acquiring said application 
form data affixed with said resource locator, received from 
said contract applying means, from said contract means and 
transmitting said application form data to said contract 
applying means . 

19. The electronic commerce system according to claim 

18, wherein said server has said contract means. 

20. The electronic commerce system according to claim 
1, wherein said contract means includes means for informing 
said electronic note generation means of information 
indicating said electronic note presented by said 
electronic note using means; and 

said electronic note generation means includes: 
means for storing a list of information showing said 
generated electronic note; and 

means for determining if said list contains said 
information indicating of said electronic note informed by 
said contract means and informing said contract means of a 



determination result . 

v 21. An electronic commerce system comprising an 
electronic note generation section, a commodity providing 
section\and an electronic note storage section connected to 
one another, 

said electronic note storage section sending an 
identif icationVcode requesting generation of an electronic 
note comprised oV information representing an amount equal 
to or smaller than\a predetermined credit limit, to said 
electronic note generation section to request said 
electronic note generation section to generate said 

resenting saxd amount, 
te geireratio 



electronic note rep 

said electronic notqf g 1 



whether or not to generate s^k 



representing said amount 
received, and generating 
representing said amount 
section when determining 



based 



and s 



section determining 
electronic note 
n said identification code 
upp\ying said electronic note 



1:o said electronic note storage 



yio generate s^id electronic note, 
said electronic note storage sectidn further receiving 
and saving said electronic note representing said amount, 
reporting an application for supply of a commodity to said 
commodity providing section and sending information on said 
saved electronic note to said commodity providing section, 
said commodity providing section determining Vhether 
or not to accept said application based on said repoVted 
application and an amount represented by said electronic 
note, and, when determining to accept said application, \ 
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sending an acknowledgement of acceptance to said 
^ l e ctro Mr€--iiQt.e^torgjm-^-ection and receiving said 
electronic note representing an' amoun±^qinrv^-e^t_io_a 



corresponding value of said commodity from said electronic 
note storage section. 

%2 . An electronic commerce system comprising an 
information generation section,. a commodity providing 
section, an information storage, section and a network 
connected to\one another, 

said information storage section sending an 
identification code requesting generation of an electronic 
note comprised of information representing an amount equal 
to or smaller than a\> re determined credit limit, and an 
application for supply \f a commodity to said commodity 
providing section, 

said commodity providing section receiving said 
application and said identification code and sending said 
received identification code to\said information generation 
section to request said information generation section to 
generate said information represencsing an amount equivalent 
to a corresponding value of said commodity, 

said information generation section determining 
whether or not to generate said information representing 
said amount equivalent to said corresponding value based on 
said received identification code, and generating and 
supplying said information representing said amount 
equivalent to said corresponding value to said commodity 



providing section when determining to generate said 
electronic note, 

seii<l commodity providing ' section receiving said 
information representing said amount equivalent to said 
corresponding value /^^J^ermi^ing whether or not to accept 
said application based on sax^received application and 
said information representing said amount equivalent to 
said corresponding value, and, when deterrn±n4ng to accept 
said application, sending an acknowledgement of acceptance 
to said information storage section. 

23. The electronic commerce system according to claim 
22^_whsrein said information generation section has means 
for storing an amourrE^obta^-n^d by subtracting said amount 

Ixng^'Vaiue from said credit 
:if icatioiT^ode^^^^^r^w credit 
limit, when determining to generate said information 
representing said amount equivalent to said corresponding, 
value .. 

24. An electronic commerce system comprising an 
electronic note generation section, a plurality of 
electronic notes exchange sections and a network, the 
former two connected to one another via said network, 

each of said electronic note exchange sections sending 
an identification code requesting generation of an 
electronic note comprised of information representing a 
predetermined amount, to said electronic note generation 
section to request said electronic note generation section 



equivalent to said corr 
limit indicated by said jUder# 



to generate said electronic note representing said amount, 
said electronic note generation section determining 
whether or not to generate said electronic note 
representing said amount based on said identification code 
received, and generating and supplying said electronic note 
representing said amount to said electronic note storage 
section that has sent said identification code, when 
determining to generate said electronic note, 

each of said electronic note exchange sections further 
receiving and saving said electronic note representing said 
amount from said electronic note generation section, 
sending information on said saved electronic note to the 
other electronic note exchange sections, receiving 
information indicative of said electronic note from the 
other electronic note exchange sections, determining 
whether or not to accept said electronic note based on said 
received information indicative of said electronic note, 
and, when determining to receive said electronic note, 
receiving said electronic note. 

^^^25. A recording medium having stored a program for 
allowing a computer, connected via a network to electronic 




note request^raeans for pre ^ent\Lng authorization information 



representing a gener 
an electronic repres 
of an electronic note of k 



request- for an electronic note or 
money to request generation 
Ujed amount, to 
generation meaJ*s^for accepting 



function as electronic noti^ 

presentation of said authorization information arrcL a 
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re&uest for generation of said electronic note, 
determining if said presented authorization information 
represents a generation request for an electronic note of 
an amount equal to or greater than said predetermined 
amount, \nd, when determining such representation is true, 
generating and supplying said electronic note of said 
predetermined amount to the sender of said authorization 

\ 

information. 

26. A recording medium having stored a program for 
allowing a computer, connected via a network to contract 
applying means for presenting an electronic note or an 
electronic representation of money to apply for closing of 



supp]j 



a contract for 
contract accepting 
electronic note and 
contract from said 
an electronic note 
electronic note an 



f a commodity, to function as 
me^n^ for ^detecting presentation of said 
plication for closing of said 
ont:kapt applying means, and receiving 
^rtiich pelongs to said presented 
has an\amount equivalent to a price of 



said commodity . 

27. A recording medium leaving stored a program for 
allowing a computer, connected Via a network to electronic 
note generation means for accepting presentation of 
authorization information representing a generation request 
for an electronic note or an electronic representation of 
money and a request for generation of Svaid electronic note, 
determining if said authorization information represents a 
generation request for an electronic note of an amount 



\ 



equal to or greater than a predetermined amount, and, when 
letermining such representation is true, generating and 
supplying said electronic note of said predetermined amount 
to tne^sender of said authorization information, and 
contract^ accepting means for detecting presentation of said 
electronic^ note and an application for closing of a 
contract for\supply of a commodity and receiving an 
electronic note\ which belongs to said presented electronic 
note and has an/ahsount equivalent to a price of said 
commodity, to fpnctj^rv as 
electronic 

authorization i fif\>rmati^K and presenting said authorization 
information to aaiti electronic note generation means to 
request generation pf said electronic note of said 
predetermined amount, and 

contract applying means for deceiving and saving said 
electronic note from said electronics, note generation means 
and presenting said electronic note to\said contract 
accepting means to apply for said contract. 



lest means for receiving said 




